
EUROPE: CHANGE OR DIE. YOUNGS, WAKE UP! 

A two-speed Europe: with different steps towards integration. This is the last idea by Angela Merkel, soon 
criticized by Mario Draghi, to save the weak costruction of European Union. 

Nowadays Europe is seen as an organization of authoritarian bureaucrats living in Brussels and Strasbourg, 
who spend their time imposing economic parameters which block the decision-making of the States. 

Sovereignism is the key-word that spreads all over public opinions: returning to sovereignty is regarded as 
the opportunity of controlling both borders and national currencies, in order to prevent the uncontrolled flow 
of immigrants and freerly organize national economies. This attitude is unavoidably connected to the racist-
like neo-nationalism of the eurosceptic parties: from the National Front of Marine Le Pen to the Hungarian 
Civic Union of Victor Orban, from Lega Nord of Matteo Salvini to AFD of Bernd Lucke (without forgetting 
their danes, austrians, poles and dutch colleagues). 

To sum up: identity and national liberty, first of all. The amount of men and women who turn to agree to this 
mental scheme, similarly to the atmosphere before the two World Wars, is frightening. But even more scary 
is the inertia of the youth. I want to say it to the youngs, my peers: Wake Up! 

Youngs are the Erasmus generation, they regard English as the common language of video games and TV 
shows and travel between continental capitals with the Interrail. They consider European identity as a fact, 
but they are also those who mostly didn’t vote when Brexit knocked at our door (only 36% of the British 
aged 18-24 did it). 

This happens because a lot of youngs are not interested in politics and they don’t know that this way others 
will steal their future. I remember that after Brexit some friends asked me: “And now?”. I answered: “Now 
we need more Europe”. They didn’t listen to me: it was the newspapers’ refrain. 

With this indifference, reactionary nationalism will rise. It will have probably a new form, but we all know 
what happened last time: millions of deads, pogroms, the Holocaust, no freedom of thought and speech. 

But we are the masters of European destiny, those who’ll have to live for the longest time in the continent 
and we must fight to avoid this story. 

We have to revive the idea of Europe. It has been for centuries a moral unity and not only a geographical 
term. It’s a sharing of ethical and legal principles, values of civilization and democracy, which arose from the 
hybridization and the cultural exchange of several different ethnic groups. There is no pure European 
ethnicity, nor an old white Christian identity, because since the Neolithic age the continent has been a 
melting pot. A general mindset, a way of living together in an open and free society made of different 
traditions, these are the things which unite European peoples. 

Togheter we experienced the greek-roman culture, Reinassance, Enlightenment, Romanticisme and the roots 
of one are the same of the others. Now we need to keep the common feeling that pushed enlightened 
politicians after Second World War to promote a political and economic organization. They did it to stop 
divisions and distructions created by fascist nationalisms. They have guaranteed more than 60 years of peace 
and prosperity. 

E.U, however, hasn’t been able to deal with the economic crisis of 2008. Austerity was chosen and it was a 
mistake that increased poverty. But E.U. powers had also some limitations. 

If we want a E.U. that speaks less about economic constraints and more about moral values, we have to 
conceive from the bottom a common vision and push for a final political integration which democratically 
makes us all architects of our future. 

Otherwise, at best, every european State will be irrelevant in the contest of economic globalization and it will 
end up being excluded from G8. 



Summing up, thinking that unity was enough to bring progress was wrong. We need to refound the european 
consciousness and build a common foreign and immigration policy. After these steps, it will be possibile to 
talk about fiscal policy and debt management. 

So young europeans: wake up! Only with a strong opinion movement the Union can change, becoming more 
progressive and social, ensuring peace and more prosperity. 

Fight for the defence of Europe against sovereignisms and create transnational discussion spaces for a righter 
and a stronger democratically legitimized E.U. It could be the last chance before the end. 


